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1. EC POLITICAL DIRECTORS CONCLUDED TWO DAY ROME MEETING 
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IN EARLY EVENING SEPTEMBER 4. THIS AND CONCURRENT TELE- 
GRAMS SUMMARIZE THEIR FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS (TO EC 
FOREIGN MINISTERS WHO CONVENE IN VENICE ON SEPTEMBER 1 1) AS 
GIVEN US BY MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS PLAJA 
AND OTHER MFA SOURCES. 

2. ON UK INITIATIVE THE DIRECTORS AGREED TO BEGIN CONTIN- 
GENCY PLANNING (IN CIREPER) FOR EMERGENCY ECONOMIC ASSIS- 
TANCE TO PORTUGAL ONCE THE SCENE THERE TAKES A TURN FOR THE 
BETTER. THE RATIONALE IS THAT QUICK AND EFFECTIVE AID MAY 
BE VITAL TO THE SURVIVAL OF ANY NEWLY EMERGED DEMOCRATIC 
REGIME. VARIOUS HYPOTHESES AND SCENARIOS WILL BE EXPLORED, 
COSTED AND IMPLEMENTATION TIMES ASSESSED. ALL OF THIS 
ACTION WILL OF COURSE BE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE 
MINISTERIAL POSITION ON AID TO PORTUGAL.VOLPE 
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